
DIMENSIONS AND GRADIENT FOR ACCESSIBILITY IN FIELD HOSPITALS 
The disabled-patient toilet and shower unit was 
designed by an Occupational Therapist, built by a 
Logistician, and with consideration for the SPHERE 
Standards in supporting people with disabilities in 
emergencies. 

The toilet is accompanied by a simple shower 
arrangement and located inside a large tent.  There 
is adequate circulation space for the patient who are 
reliant on wheel chairs to be assisted by family, or 
AUSMAT staff.

The disability ablutions area is part of a wider review of 
the environmental and access aspects to the AUSMAT 
field hospital, to ensure all possible adjustments are 
made to meet the needs of patients and visitors with 
different access requirements.

SANITATION
EMTs must ensure they have appropriate 
arrangements for management of their own  
sanitation and excreta culturally appropriate  
toileting arrangements for patients waiting for  
and undergoing care. 

Technical guidelines are available through Global 
references and must be appropriate to local context 
(i.e. sufficient distance away from surface water, and 
height above groundwater) and arranged with local 
negotiation. 

OTHER LOGISTICS CONSIDERATIONS
The choice of materials and surface finishes was also 
chosen for ease of disinfection after toileting use, i.e. 
aluminium handrails; durable impervious floors, with 
textured surfaces – with this also improving grip for 
wheel chair tyres. 

This sanitary unit in enclosed within its own 3m x 
3m Quickshade shelter, allowing sufficient room for 
a wheelchair and an assistant or AUSMAT staff, and 
provides dignity for this vulnerable group.
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MAXIMUM SLOPE MAXIMUM LENGTH (M) MAXIMUM RISE (M)

1:20 - -

1:16 8 0.5

1;14 5 0.35

1:12 2 1.15

1:10 1.25 0.12

1:08 0.5 0.06

The toilet has been designed in accordance with:  
WHO MINIMUM TECHNICAL STANDARDS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REHABILITATION.


